
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the Orama newsletter  

for Summer 2018  
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WELCOME 

Well it’s official. This summer has been the hottest on record and whilst we’re now officially into au-

tumn the temperatures are still high and the humidity making for restless nights. It’s been a stunning 

summer here at Orama with our regular rhythm of Hillary Outdoors programmes as well as  looking af-

ter the many guests who have stayed over the holiday break.  

 

Orama’s Re:generation week over the Christmas New Year break went well but was hard work for the 

half-dozen staff/community members who shouldered the load of running the event and making sure 

everything ran smoothly. A varied five day programme of stimulating conversations, picnics, visits to 

the beach and walks was enjoyed by the 20 or so participants (including Bree and Andrew from Oz) de-

spite the rain that came later in the week.  

Later in January we also had the extended Rew family to stay, and the Barnard and Prestige families 

from Urban Vision also came for a relaxing holiday. It was a great reunion for some and an opportunity 

to hear some Orama history for others.  

 

 

 

 

 

Zoe usually walks around the rocks with 

her twins Zara and Hunter to her home at 

Arthurs Bay but takes it up a notch as she 

ferries the twins home across the bay from 

the Orama boat ramp. 

Kerry with a gaggle of future builders 

in the workshop 

Kids movie time in the lounge. 

Another beautiful sunset over the Bay 
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EVENTS—FATHERHEART INS 

We hosted another successful Father-

heart INS from mid-september to early 

December with over 70 students and  

staff attending. 

The graduation dinner is an INS tradition 

and this year Esther and Jordan again did 

a fab job with the food and superb 

presentation. Just look at that table! 

Mark Head—CEO of Fatherheart visited twice during 

three months —the second visit perfectly timed to  sup-

port the graduation celebrations! 

Helene and 

David enjoy-

ing the joyful 

atmosphere. 

Fleur and 

Anne Marie 

with Kelly and 

Bob  from 

Florida 

Roy back from one the many fishing  expeditions 

he and his wife Pearl undertook during their stay 
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EVENTS — Photography Famil’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orama Trustee Rodger Jack  has a passion for 

photography. Through relationships he formed 

on instagram Rodger organised two groups of 

well known photographers to visit the island 

and Orama for an astrophotography and land-

scape photography experience.  

The first group in mid-October included Matt 

Jordan (son of James Jordan), Tamzin Hender-

son, Brent Purcell, Deb Clark. 

The second group in mid-November included 

Mark Gee (acclaimed astrophotographer),     

Rachel Stewart, Jack Burden, Talman Madsen,  

Naomi Arnold (Journalist and writer). 

Our hope is to build on these visits and to en-

courage other photography events. In June we 

will be holding a series of astrophotography 

workshops with Mark Gee in June, and we hope 

for a further series in November. 

 

A highlight of the trips was a visit to the gannet colo-

ny on Mahuki Island on Rodgers boat. Mahuki is the 

home of local kaumatua Opo and Elaine Ngawaka —

and Opo travelled with the group to the island and 

told stories of the local history. 

Photo by  Tamzin Henderson—spot the galactic Kiwi! 

Photo by Deb Clark—Chapel under 

the stars at Medlands 

Photo by Brent Purcell—

mangroves 
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PROJECTS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kerry has also built a stunning 

new ramp from the road at the 

side of the Lodge. This replaces 

the old ramp which was slippery 

and beginning to fall apart. 

Projects are part of the ongoing rhythm of Orama life and during the summer the outdoor programme 

has been as busy as ever. Over summer we have been grateful for the help of trustees Clinton Sanford, 

Mac Hungerford and Eric Murray. Eric and Anna stayed with us for a month and Eric’s handyman and 

painting skills were put to good use. Eric painted the inside of Parkview 2—long overdue for a spruce 

up and a nice welcome present for David and Jordan who have now moved in. 

Kerry Raikes has been making improvements 

around the site — including some beautiful (and 

safe!) steps for Seaview units —replacing the old 

cracked concrete  

Arnie is continuing with extending the gabi-

on baskets down the stream toward the 

workshop as part of our stream strengthen-

ing project. 

OPPORTUNITY FOR FRIENDS AND MEMEBERS SUPPORT 

Perhaps you have stayed in touch with Orama because this place has 

allowed you to experience God in ways that are life changing. If that 

is true for you and you would like to express your gratitude for that 

experience by making a gift to Orama, now would be a good time. 

We are planning an exciting property-wide restoration project to 

provide the basis for Orama life into the next 30 years. 

At this stage of the project seed funding could make all the differ-

ence to our success as we apply more widely for grants. 

If you feel you don’t have the financial resources to contribute 

please be assured that your prayers are of great benefit and are 

much appreciated.  

Projects include: 

• Solar / power system upgrade 

• Wharf repair 

• Lodge internal refurbishment 

• Kitchen and Laundry upgrade 

• Pines and Shady Heights cabins restoration  
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OCCAISIONS—Summer Party at Arthurs Bay 

On Christmas day we had a lovely evening BBQ on the Orama front lawn, and as they are wont to do 

Andrew and Kimberley hosted the community (including Hillary Outdoors) for a summer BBQ later 

that week. It was one of those lovely balmy Orama evenings—a perfect combination of fine weath-

er, food and the joy each other’s company. 

Andrew busy with the BBQs, Kimberley 

serving food and young Olin with help 

from Olin 

Kerry giving Olin a leg up! Not 

sure who’s having the most fun. 

The staff Christmas party was hosted at Norm and Fleur’s new place in Try-

phena. We all had to bring a present we’d either found, made or spent not 

much money on—and there were many laughs as presents were unwrapped 

Tom takes the opportunity to 

have his hair cut by Esther out-

side on the deck. 

Zoe and Zara (with Sam 

in the background) enjoy-

ing the fun.  

Staff Christmas Party 

Kayla reckons  there’s something fishy 

about her cushion present 
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PEOPLE 

The Grannies—Liz and 

Denise on their last 

day—packing their 

iconic comfy chairs in-

to the truck.  

Jacob Raikes plays with Sam-

uel and Zion during Father-

heart 

Denise and Liz are farewelled at the bridge 

Olin and Evelyn Dyck— on Eve-

lyn’s first day at Okiwi School 

Esther dressed up as Coco Chanel for Caroline’s 

60’th theme party—come as someone beginning 

with “C” 
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VOLLIES 

 

We have a new bunch of lovely 

and enthusiastic vollies. Jannik, 

Elly and Lena come to us through 

the ACVE programme. Annika is 

the sister of Jasper (who came as 

an ACVE volunteer a couple of 

years ago). Jannik has already 

been with us for 6 months and has 

elected to stay for an other 6 

month stint before going back 

home to Germany. Our vollies 

come to us from all over the world 

and usually we have a mix of na-

tionalities—but this time they’re 

all from Germany. 
Our vollies—from left to right: Elly, Jannik, Annika, Lena 

Kerry is wrapt with the table saw and has built a 

new bench to house it. Upgrading the workshop has 

been one of Kerry’s rainy day projects—his aim is to 

make the workshop a more efficient and enjoyable place 

A big thanks to the ongoing support from Arohanui 

Trust who funded the purchase of two new Maytag 

commercial washing machines for the laundry; and 

a new table saw for the workshop. One of the old 

washers has already found a new home at the ma-

rae.  As you can see from the pile of washing after 

Fatherheart these machines are heavily used. 

THANK YOU 
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COMING UP 

Easter 

Join us on Good Friday morning (30th March) at 

10am for an audio-visual reflection based on the Sta-

tions of the Cross followed by some yummy home 

made hot cross buns and a cup of tea. And on Easter 

Sunday morning (1st April) at 10am for holy com-

munion and the lighting of the new fire as a celebra-

tion of new life.  

 

Guided Retreats 

We will be offering a series of residential Guided Spiritual Retreats this year as part of our Making Room 

programme. The first event Fearsomely and Wonderfully Made: Living in Creation as a passionate and 

vulnerable human being will be held from 28th May to the 1st June and is open to 5 participants. 

Other retreats are planned for June, August and 

September. The retreats will conducted by our very 

own Caroline Leys. Further details are available on 

our web site. If you are interested in attending any 

please get in touch.  

 

Astrophotography Workshops 

We are organising a 5 day residential astrophotog-

raphy workshop in June (to coincide with Matariki) 

with renowned astrophotographer Mark Gee. There 

are limited places and we expect they will be 

snapped up. If you're interested please get in touch 

to book your spot and watch the web site for more 

details. 

 

Brad Jersak Seminars 

On Friday 20th July 2018 we are privileged to offer a day of workshops at Auckland's Holy Trinity Cathe-

dral with renowned teacher and author Brad Jersak. Brad is author of the book A More Christlike God 

and he offers a refreshingly new understanding of a self-emptying God as revealed in Christ. He shows 

us how a different reading of the same text can lead us directly to a loving God who is embedded in life 

with us rather than a God who is a punishing judge that reigns from afar. Read more about this great 

opportunity on our web site www.orama.org.nz 

Photo by Brent Purcell 
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COMMUNITY REFLECTIONS 

 

Each week as a community we reflect on some aspect of our shared spiritual journey. Last week Caroline 
Leys presented a series of devotions on the Reign of God.  Here is a synopsis of what she said.  

 

Jesus, as a devout Jew, would have been familiar with the differences between two groups in Judaism in 
the 1st Century Common Era: the Pharisees and the Sadducees. The major differences between these 
two groups is understood to have been their attitudes regarding life after death. It was in response to 
their questions and debates that Luke tells us that Jesus made this comment:  

 

Luke 17: 20 Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, and he an-
swered, "The kingdom of God is not coming with things that can be observed; 21 nor will they say, 
"Look, here it is!' or "There it is!' For, in fact, the kingdom of God is among you."  

Considering this passage gives us the opportunity to understand that our shared life in community at 
Orama causes the Reign of God to become present in our midst.  

 

Ephesians 2:1-10 describes that now that we live in the life of Christ we are not only carried into the re-
lationship between Father and Son, our lives are lived out in the midst of the presence of God. We can 
therefore also understand that when we agree together and pray for someone or a circumstance in the 
world, then the Reign of God (or perhaps even the Risen Christ) is what connects us to that person or 
situation. We always have the choice to turn our backs on that involvement in the household of God 
and to become distracted again by fear, possessions, power, addictions, violence. (When we live in this 
condition of alienation we become subject again to the natural laws of consequence which is how Brad 
Jersak defines “God’s wrath”.) 

 

Genesis teaches us that God is as close as our breath. Genesis 2:7 means exactly that, we are composed 
of moist dust and the breath of God. (We are reminded of this on Ash Wednesday whilst we are signed 
with a cross of ashes: when breath ceases, human beings return to dust.) Therefore at a cellular level 
we live in close proximity to God and our very life depends on this relationship. As we have discussed 
previously, Julian of Norwich also reminds us of the exquisite tenderness of God and our profound reli-
ance on God. Particularly in her reflection that the existence of everything “all Creation” is simply and 
profoundly held together by Love. 

 

So the next question that arises is: how then do we live in response to such breath-taking Love? Well 
the passage from Micah 6:8, lets us know very clearly what is required in response to God’s covenantal 
love: 

8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? NRSV 

 

Other questions that were explored this week were: Where do I think that God resides? Is God’s pres-
ence only perceived through bodily life? If you now want to explore these ideas a little further, they 
were developed during the week at Orama by us watching the movie “As it is in Heaven” and also hear-
ing brief excerpts from a book by Barbara Brown Taylor called “An Altar in the World”. 
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BACK IN TIME 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How Garden Bay used 

to look back when it 

was a market garden—

producing fresh vegeta-

bles for the community. 

 

ORAMA JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
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