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GET SOCIAL

F O L L O W on F A C E B O O K
F O L L O W on I N S T A G R A M

Orama Latest
DECEMBER UPDATE

Dear Orama subscriber,
Welcome to our Christmas 2018 newsletter.
It is wonderful to think of all our Orama friends and family spread around the
world!
We wish you a blessed Christmas Season.
Here at Orama the weather forces us to notice that the seasons are changing. With flax
flowers emerging like triffids from the midst of green leaves and pohutukawa in sheltered
spots starting to show wonderful red clumps of blossom, the tui and kaka are letting us
know that they are feeding their chicks.
The Season of Advent has begun and soon we will remember that the Christ child was born
in the midst of humanity as a refugee in occupied land. How grateful we are to know of that
mystery and we are also grateful that we get to live out that extraordinary life in Christ in
this beautiful, peaceful place we know as our home.
Fatherheart INS 2018 finished last week and the Orama team worked busily in every
corner of the accommodation, cleaning and moving furniture, and washing mountains of
bed linen - getting the place ready again for the Hillary Outdoors annual Get To Go

competition. Get To Go finished yesterday after a grueling 6 days of competition.
With the site peaceful again there will be an in-drawing and exhaling of breath as we move
into Christmas and the New Year.
Many of you will remember participating in this process of lovingly preparing rooms. As in
all that we do to welcome our guests, we seek to share the hospitality offered to us by God.
We love having "room at the inn" for strangers and friends.
You too are always welcome to be in touch with us at info@orama.org.nz and plan a visit,
or a spell of volunteering.

Blessings,

The Orama Team
Orama Oasis

Fatherheart INS 2018
Last week Fatherheart concluded their ninth Inheriting the Nations School with us. We
enjoy providing the base and community support for their ministry. Dass and Rani

Supperamaniam lead the school and they tell us that Orama is the place where they spend
the longest period of continuous time each year.
Many of the Fatherheart staff and students describe a sense of coming home when they
arrive on the wharf in Karaka Bay. It is wonderful to watch their sense of the Father's heart
grow over the weeks as they do indeed return home to God's love.
Staff and students alike return to their homes with an openness and trust in the Father's
provision that makes their lives available for whatever the Spirit leads in the next chapter.
What a privilege for the team here to share and support this ministry as it has a world-wide
impact.

Orama Leadership Team
The Orama Leadership Team has had some significant additions in the past few weeks.
After a strategic review in early 2016, the style of Orama leadership was changed with the
intention that there would be a team of 5 people who equally shared decision-making with
their own portfolios of responsibility.
For the past two years Andrew, Paul and Anne Marie have filled three roles and until
August 2018, Norm and Fleur Winger shared one role and the whole team took
responsibility for the tasks of the remaining vacancy. After Norm and Fleur had made their

significant contribution to the establishment of the new direction, it was important to
recruit and appoint just the right people into the remaining leadership positions.
We are delighted to announce that one position is filled by Kerry Raikes, who with Liz and
their four sons: Noah, Ollie, Lochie and Jakob, has been a greatly valued part of our
community for the past two years.
The second vacancy will be filled by Ryan Plowright who will join us with his wife Caroline
at the beginning of January. Ryan joins us having experienced the development of his
Christian life in a camping context. He feels called to create events and an hospitable
environment where each person can experience the difference that Christian faith can
make. He and Caroline yearn to offer conversation and challenge that lead people to a life
changing encounter with God, and Ryan has recently completed a degree from Carey Bible
College to resource this vocation.
Experiencing a life changing encounter with God is how the Trustees and team describe
the core outcome for life and visitors at Orama, so they feel that Ryan's appointment to
leadership is entirely appropriate.
We are excited and delighted to welcome Ryan and Caroline into our community.
The division of responsibilities in the completed leadership team now is:
•

Andrew Dyck ministry development / utilities and plant;

•

Anne Marie McGlashan finance, HR and administration;

•

Paul McGlashan ministry development / strategic, programme management and
information technology;

•

Ryan Plowright hospitality and event management;

•

Kerry Raikes ministry development / buildings, health and safety.

Caroline and Ryan - Hospitality under new management!

Liz and Kerry - style!

Staff Changes
A number of other staff changes have also happened in the past few weeks as Esther
Christensen announced her intention to depart on a traveling adventure in her new bus
(called butter) in December 2018. During Esther's last two years as Catering Manager she
has endeared herself to many with her delicious, creative cooking and infectious
personality. Whatever she has been engaged with, Esther has also been a vibrant and
passionate member of our community, and she will leave a large gap in our team life,
debates and fun. Esther has undertaken the process of forming a Food Safety Plan under
the new legislation, and also successfully catered many wonderful events and feasts.
During the time Fleur and Esther worked together, they formed a team of rostered cooks
drawn from the wider North-barrier community as well as live-in staff being employed.
This has really lowered the pressure on the community and staff housing, especially during
busy periods.
Our new Catering Manager is Alex Cartasegna. Alex with wife Rochelle and their children
Sahara, Lyla and Francesco may already be known to you. Rochelle is Norm and Fleur
Winger's daughter, and it is wonderful to have her return as an adult with her family (a
fourth generation of Winger children) to the place her grandparents established. Rochelle
will also be working part-time in the kitchen, around the demands of childcare. We are
delighted to welcome them all as they join us to live in Karaka Bay.
Another resignation is that of Caroline Leys who has been involved in both strategic
leadership and operational activity over the past four years as Business Development
Manager. With the development of the Orama Rocks, the strategic direction in place, and
the last appointments to the Orama Leadership Team, Caroline feels that this season of her
vocation with Orama has drawn to a close. Caroline has accepted a senior management
appointment with the Selwyn Foundation as their Director of Spiritual Care. She leaves us
to lead a team of chaplains and to ensure that the Foundation expresses healthy Christian
spirituality and charitable outcomes for elders and the vulnerable aging across New
Zealand. Because Caroline will be based in Auckland City, this means that Stephen Leys
will be leaving daily participation in the community too. Huge thanks to Caroline and
Stephen for their deep contribution to Orama - we wish them well as they move their main
base to Auckland City. They will return to their Karaka Bay home from time-to-time for
holidays and weekends where possible.

We enjoy knowing that Esther, Caroline and Stephen will remain part of our Orama
Members family.

Caroline - free to fly!

Caroline and Steve - back to Auckland!

Esther with Michael :-)

Alex cooking up a storm - mama mia!

Fleur Winger with daughter Rochelle

Volunteers
As usual we have our ACVE recruits who make an extraordinary contribution to life and
business here in Karaka Bay.
We are about to say goodbye to Casper (Tzung-Hua, Yuan) who has been with us for the
past 6 months, however Emmi Vimpari and Anja Zeilhofer have asked to spend a further 6
months with us. They will shortly be joined by Lena Kindermann-Zeilinger and Lukas
Gruber who will also be with us until June 2019.
We always appreciate it when young adults so enjoy their time here that they decide to
extend their stay!
Other Orama volunteers joining our team in December for a week or more are: Michael
Healy, and Teunis and Gineke van der Put and their four children. We also have Emily and
John Shultz and their four children joining us in January 2019 for a year. Justine Steel
arrives this weekend and also arriving in January is Caitlin Moore - a former student from
Hillcrest's first long programme with Hillary Outdoors.

Anya tends the herb garden.

Vollies - Anya, Emmie and Casper receive instruction from Chris (manager with his
wife Sarah at Glenfern) on how to bait rat traps in the sanctuary

Looking Forward
Looking forward into 2019 we have some wonderful ideas on the whiteboard and
the website.
Please consider whom you know (especially between the age of 20-30) who may enjoy a
wild week of creative expression during the mid-year semester break July 6th – 10th 2019 for musicians, artists, welders, builders, sculptors, dancers, worship
leaders, writers and spoken word / poets ...
This will be a residential, 5 day program consisting of themed input from speakers,
facilitated creative workshops, free-time outdoor activities, exhibition space, celebration,
round-the-fire reflection and sharing, as well as still points. The program is for anyone who

wishes to develop their creative self, resourced and connected with God. The program will
be run by the Orama team with Blue Bradley and Kindra Green Carson as well as other
creative specialists.
For people of all ages there are going to be some new contemplative/retreat
opportunities with guided walks around the Conservation Estate on Aotea / Great
Barrier Island. These will be resourced by the Orama team with Ryan and Caroline taking
some leadership.
In 2020 it is highly likely that we will have Brad and Eden Jersak return for some events
both at Orama as well as with Orama speaking into church communities across New
Zealand. You might like to consider whether your church community would like to host a
few days and sponsor the Jersaks' visit. Please be in touch with Paul McGlashan if you
would like to develop this idea with us.
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